
 

"There's no such thing as a kid who hates reading. There are kids who love reading, and kids who are 

reading the wrong books." ~James Patterson 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We are excited to roll-out our elementary suggested summer reading list. Your child has worked hard, 

under difficult circumstances, and now it is important to make sure their reading levels are maintained 

to avoid the “summer slide.” We need your help to ensure that does not happen. Please make certain 

your child is reading every day. Just reading 20 minutes a day can greatly impact success for next year. 

We want to make this a summer that encourages your child to fall in love with reading!  There are many 

options from the Plainfield summer reading list for your child to choose from fiction, non-fiction, 

informational, and how-to-books. Texts may be the traditional print or eBook versions.  Keep in mind 

this is a suggested list and with parental/guardian approval, your children may select books that are not 

included.  

Have fun, read to each other, and talk about books during dinner or throughout the day. Help your child 

to see the summer as a time when they can dive into books that feed their imagination and special 

interest. Engaging kids in fun summer learning activities motivates them to continue their growth in 

reading and builds a strong foundation for the upcoming school year. 

Here are some tips for making reading a part of the fun: 

1. Make sure your child has a library card. Many books are available digitally through the 

Plainfield Public library. To sign up for a card online visit: 

http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/Departments/Ref/coronavirus.html or apply here 

https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/7iklZcCePb6WcYRb1e5s4 

2. Listen to audiobooks 

If you will be spending a lot of time in the car or at home, rent books on tape or CD from the 

library, and listen to them together. This can also be a great way to support language 

development or to encourage children with learning disabilities to enjoy stories. 

3. Make reading a part of the summer routine. This can sometimes be a hard sell next to 

televisions, video games, and other distractions. If you are having trouble try exchanging 20-30 

minutes of reading for a ticket for 20-30 minutes of “screen time.” 

4. Lead by example. Make reading a part of your own summer routine. One of the biggest factors 

that determine if a student will be a lifelong reader is seeing someone in their family set that 

example. If possible create an inviting reading nook in your house. 

http://www.plainfieldlibrary.info/Departments/Ref/coronavirus.html
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/7iklZcCePb6WcYRb1e5s4


5. When reading, ask your child lots of questions. Reading lots of books silently or aloud, with 

someone else helps children build phonic skills and fluency. But, talking about books, answering 

questions, and re-telling stories help a child develop their ability to understand language. 

6. Help your child select books at the right level. A good way to decide whether your child is 

reading books at the right reading level is to have her read from a page in the book that she has 

chosen (any page but the first page). If she is reading smoothly and understands what she is 

reading, the book is probably at a good level for her. If she makes five or more errors in a 

passage of about 50 words, the level may be too challenging.  

7. Make a “Summer Fun Journal.” Combine your child’s favorite summer activities with writing. 

Have your child decorate a notebook with a summer theme. When they help with the garden, 

make a recipe, or take a nature walk they can write and draw about their experiences! 

 

The key to success with summer reading is to help make the reading a part of the fun. Making the library 

a fun destination (in person or online), turning the act of reading into a game, and combining literacy 

skills with things your children already love will help develop a love of literacy! 
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